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or cure it, (inſtilled in people's heads by both n 
antient and modern writers) will be proved: C 
bea mere bug bear, a groundleſs ſuppolition, WJ... 
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TO THE 


Unhappy PERSON 8 


WHO ARE 
Affliceed with the 6D 


3 Right Honourable, us 


H Gout having ſo long baffled the 
= T be medicinal art, that the practitioners 
- 5 SEE þ ſeem now to have given over all hopes 
of ever finding out a ſafe and effectual method of 
treating it, and therefore very gravely adviſe you 
to fit down contentedly, and bear the cruel torture: 
Nevertheleſs, I have for ſome years paſt ſtudied 
the nature and cure of this diſtemper, and thereby 
T find that there is another diſeaſe muſt be con- 
quered, before any confiderable progreſs can be. 
made againſt the Gout, viz. Tug UNIVERSAL 
FEAR OF DOING ANY THING TO RELIEVE THE 
CRUEL PAINS, c. the cure of which is the prin- 
cipal deſign of this eſſay. How far I have ſucceeded 
in it, Ileave ſolely to your Judgments, and am, 
as above, | 


| Withggreat reſpect, 
| Your moſt obedient, 
. and humble ſervant, 
Downing - Street, | g 
Weſtminſter, 1741. 
J. DoveLas. 
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membranes; ligaments, Nc. bf the joints, and 
differs from other inflammations in little more 
than ſecundum majus et minus, And conſe. - 
quently belongs folely to the ſurgeon's pro- 
vice. Is it any wonder then that the Phy- 
ficians have been attempting-its cure in vain ſot above two | 


_ thouſand Years ? 


'Their bad ſucceſs was not owing ſo much to the diſeaſe they 
attempted to cure; as to themſelves, becauſe they always began 
where they ſhould have ended; they always took the ſtick by the 
wrong end, i. 5. they practiſed from theory; inflead of theo- 


* 
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2 I: A Dreeen TATION on | 


rizing from practice; contrary to the golden rule of cello 7. 
How then was it poſſible for them to ſucceed?ꝰ 
But to ſhew the inſtability, invalidity, as well as perpetual 
diſagreement of all their theories and hypotheſes, in accounting 
for the eſſence, firſt cauſe, or materia morbi of the Gout, as 
well as the contradictory methods of cure, deduced from them: 
I ſhall give the reader a taſte of them, from the lrarned doctor 
Thompſon, who has, with great skill and trouble, collected the 
moſt material, and upon the whole has ſaid more good things 
| about this diſtemper, than all the Writers I have met with. | 
| ſpl + of The Greek and Roman Phyſicians theorized concerning the 
4% Ferre eſſence or firſt cauſe of the Gout, thus. 1. Her rockarks not being 
Phyſicians. able to comprehend what the eſſence or immediate cauſe of the 
Gout was, ſuppoſed a corrupted humour of the veins to be the 
morbid matter, tha“ immediate cauſe; he alſo fancied that this 
humour contained a quantity of bile and phlegm, which Corrupted 
the blood. 2. Dioclxs fancied the humours were- hot and 
emaciating, 3. TxzM150N ſuppoſed the parts to be-i in a ſtate 
of relaxation. 4. CoxLivs AurELianus will have the 
diſeaſe to be a ſtricture or rigidity of the parts. 5. Gal EN aſſerts 
the immediate cauſe tb be a defluxion of pituitous matter upon 
the joints, or bile mixt with phlegm; or theſe again with blood. 
6. MaxceLiLivs dreams it's only a defluxion from the head. 7. 
TRrxALLIANUs ſuppoſed the blood was forced into che cavity of the 
joints. 8. P. Eoin kr A aſſerts it's a redundancy of — 
atrabilarian and pituitous humours, S. 
Thus the Greeks and Romans endeavoured, but in vain, '”s 
_ * diſcover what the immediate cauſe of the Gout was: and have 
| left us nothing but a variety of ſyſtems flatly contradicting each 
other! But the very worthy and learned AR TAO Honeſtly 
owns that the hidden cauſes, the eſſence of the diſeaſe, the materia 
_morbi, c. are ——— N N 
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never melancholy. 3. HALI ABAS calls it a ſerous de- 
fluxion, &c. 


The Chymilts next tried their hands in this wild gooſe d Of the C 
We now hear no more of the blood, nervous juice, choler, if. 


phlegm, or melancholy. 'The immediate cauſe, the materia 


nurbi, the morbifick matter, c. conſiſts now of tartarous, urinous, 


muriatick, acid or a%aline ſalts, earth, tartar, &c. juſt as they 


pleaſed to 'philolor Hize. G 
At laſt the Mathematicians aroſe, who aſſert nothing but what of the Ma. 


amounts to a demonſtration. Yet one would have imagined that the 
fruitleſs attempts and conſtant bad ſucceſs of the Greeks, Romans, 
Sc. would have deterred even theſe inimitable Authors, (as they 


would be thought from their air and ſtile in writing ;) from 


ſearching after a ſecret which lies, and ever will lie without the 


reach of human underſtanding ! a ſecret only known to the gods l a 


ſecret which if known would be of no uſe in the cure ! far from it. 


The vanity of being thought learned, the luſt of philoſophizing, 


the pride of being thought able to dive farther into the ſecrets of 
nature than other people,CFc. ſo intoxicated and blinded them, that 
they imagined they couldexplain inexplicable my ſteries,account for 
unaccountables, and what not ? Nay, they had almoſt proſcribed 
the art of curing , by ſetting aſide the uſe of obſervations, the only 


Lydian ſtone ! Yet after all theſe pompous pretences they have 


produced nothing more material, nothing more certain concerning 
the immediate cauſe of the Gout, than what was ſaid before ! for 
after all their mechanical attempts, they demonſtrate nothing ! the 
hypotheſes about the firſt cauſe, the materia morbi, c. are ſtill 
the ſame. It has been by all of them ſought for in vain, and they 
have been ſo far from demonſtrating what they aſſerted, that they 
have not made it one jot more intelligible than before; nay their 


very calculations, which they are pleaſed to call demonſtrations, are 


mere groundleſs hypotheſes, flatly contradicting each other. For 
inſtance, P. Al ixus ſays it. proceeds from low-living. Doctor 
Cuxvxx from high-living, and that the morbifick matter con- 
fiſts of tartarous, urinous ſalts, c. Bzz ting calls the mor- 


den eee which oþſiruds the fluid in the nerves. 


3 
The Arabians danced almoſt to the fame tune. 1. ALBUBRPR1 Opinions of 
dreamed that a red bile or choler was the eſſence of the diſeaſe. — 


2. Ruas1s, a crude phlegm, often blood, ſeldom bile, and 
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Moncacxa,t&c. denies the nerves to be veſſels capable of circula- 
ting any l: quor. Doctor Ox ix cx calls it a ſandy, gritty, ſaline mat 
ter, c. Others ſay it's a poiſon which corrupts the fluids, c. c“. 

Nay they have been as unſucceſsful, and contradicted one 
another as much, in their attempts to explain the particular 
parts of the joints, on which their morbid matter exerts itſelf, 
and produces the direful ſymptoms which diſtinguiſh this diſeaſe 
from all others ! Some of them would have this matter poured 
Into the cavity of the joints; others fixed it in the inſertions 
of the muſcles, others in the ligaments, others in the glands, 


| others in the veins,arteries or nerves ! c. Qc. in ſhort, there was 


no part but what was the ſeat of this diſeaſe, juſt as they pleaſed 
to philoſophize, or in the mathematical language to demonſtrate 
Now what a heap of contradictions are here about the cauſe 
and parts affected? Yet from theſe various lemi, bypothe/es,or dreams, 
they have deduced as great a variety of medicines and methods of 
cure! wiz. Each of them contrived a medicine, and a regimen 
which they thought beſt able to combat with, what they imagined 
to be, the eſſence, immediate cauſe, the materia nurbi, or morbifick 
matter of the diſeaſe; E. G. they who dream'd the joints were 
relaxed, preſcribed aſtringents. They who ſuppoſed the contrary, 
preſcribed the reverſe. They who imagined the materia morbi 
was hot, preſcribed cooling medicines, &c, They who fancied 
it cold, preſcribed hot medicines, Ac. &c. Thoſe who fancied it 
a poiſon like that of a viper, or a mad dog, preſcribed remediez 
horrid,ſuch as bliſters, ſcarifications, iſſues, ſetons,moxa, cauſticks, 
cauteries, e. Others uſed camphorated ſpirit of wine, oil of 
turpentine, oil of amber, fomentations of ſeveral forts, heated 
bricks, c. Others cold-baths, cabbage-leaves, &c. 

Thus the ſelf. ſame diſeaſe muſt be cured, or not cured at all, 
by medicines of as quite different natures, as oppoſite in their 
known effects, as any of the chimerical theories and hypotheſes, 
before mentioned. Riſum teneatis? 

Nay the learned and reverend Dr. Stukely, F. R. 8. and 
the College of Toma Jones, rector of All-ſaints in 
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the GOUT. 


' Stamford, Lincolnſtlire, &c. frankly confeſſes in his Treatiſe 


on the Gout, . as much as I have here alledged, During my 


a ſtudies in phyſick, ſays he, I was ſenſibly moved to bend my 


« enquiry more particularly and affiduouſly towards the Hi- 
« ſtory and Cure of the Gout, becauſe I had been frequently 
« afflicted with it for many years. I read all the Authors I 


'« could meet with, and a large volume I-compoſed, being an 


« entire hiſtory of the diſtemper, and the practice upon it, 


'« from the beginning to our own times; and much ſollicited 


4% have I been by friends and fellow-ſufferers to publiſh it. But 
« | was too ſenſible the principal part, the crown-work was 
« wanting, the cure; without that, tis in vain to harangue the 
« world with the forma! and formidable pomp of Etiologies, 
« pathognomics, procatartics, prognoſtics, to define, diſtinguiſh 
* with ſubtilty, to ranſack nature's receſſes, to be elaborate in 
« hiſtories of caſes, when all the while the miſerable podagric 
« ſuffers on. 

« Nay, my reſearches only convinced me, that the diſtemper 
4 had not loſt one inch of ground from Hippocrates's days even 


1 to our own, i. 6. near 500 Years before Chriſt. 


« A man cannot without horror think upon this fiery peſt, 


4 got into his veins, preying upon his carcaſe alive, freely 


« ravaging every limb like a conquered province. They who 
« have felt it know the pain. Bur now 1$ THE PRODIGHOUS 
« gvVIL DOUBLED, WHEN WE CONSIDER, WE KNOW NO 
'« zzMEDY ? Pre 


fame ſeme] mori, & magnis miſeriit defungs, 
quam in longis morbis, quibus liberare nequeas, miſerum ducere 
Siritum, atque atque infelicem vivere vitam, d quibus multi fic pre- 
muntur, ut fibi manus adferre non dubits 5 

n A. 


« Te great AGRIPPA, Auguſtus's friend, his general, his 
'« admira], his ſon-in-law, the ſecond man in his empire, wiſe, 
* valiant, fortunate, when under the agonies of the gout, choſe 
« rather to want the ſenſe of feeling, than to feel ſuch torment ! 
2 Therefore, by the advice of his phyſicians, put his legs into hot 
« vinegar, which deſtroyed his feeling and killed him. 
How many great men do we read of, who languiſhed out 
N * their lives under the hopeleſs yoke of this malady ? how many 
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% do we daily ſee ? Nay it ſpares not the phyſicians themſelves 1 
« Even Dr. RapcL1Fy, the great genius of our Age, as Dr. 
_  * Sydenham was of the preceding, both compoſed themſelves 
« with patience at its approach. They who repelled death all 
« around them, tamely awaited his laſt ſtroke, when armed 
« with this dart. EVE. | 
The earlieſt account we have of the Gout, is recorded in 
* the 24 book of Chron. chap. xvi. ver. 12. about 200 Years 
before the foundation of Rome. Aa in the 39th year of his 
« reign was diſcaſed in his feet, until his diſeaſe became ex- 
« ceeding great; yet therein ſought he not to the Lord, but to the a 
* phyſicians. And 4a died in the 41ſt year of his Reign. It 
cannot be doubted but that this diſtemper was the Gout; 
„ which coming upon him when in Years, ſoon put a Period to 
4 his Life. | 8 
„% However it happened, but true it is, that all mankind ever 
, ſince, have as unſucceſsfully conſulted the phyſicians in the 
« Gout, as King 4/a did!” 
But the phyſicians being at length convinced, by the expe- 
rience of ſo many centuries, that they had been all this while 
going learnedly aſtray, that all their attempts to diſcover the firſt 
' cauſe, materia morbi, or morbifick matter, as well as what par- t 
ticular parts it aflited moſt, were fruitleſs ; and that they had Ml * 
not only made no progreſs in the method of cure, but had done 
great miſchief by the abſurd proceſſes, deduced from all the 
forementioned Hypotheſes, &c. thought now of nothing ſo much 
a8 to ſooth over and conceal the bad ſucceſs of ſo many learned 
and great men, in ſo many different ages and countries. Vet 
many of them did not care to own, that they had always begun 
at the wrong end, that they had always built upon a ſandy foun- 
dation. E. G. They laid it down as a maxim, that unleſs they 
could find out what the eſſence, firſt cauſe, materia morbz, or 
morbifick matter was, they ſhould never treat the diſtemper in a 
rational manner, and therefore have treated irrationally ever fince ; 
As they did Agues as long as they pradiiſed from theories.® 5 
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* Vid. Sir Hans Sloane's account of it in his preface to the 
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But if the phyſicians were to attempt the cure of no other 
diſeaſe, except thoſe in which they could evidently demonſtrate 
the eſſence, or firſt cauſe, the materia morbi, or morbifick matter? 
pray how many would come under their cognizance ? Surely they 
would never meddle with a fever, an ague, the jaundice, the 
ſmall pox, e. &c. Yet we ſee daily that they do cure them, tho 
the materia morbi, &c. is hid from them as much as in the Gout ! 

Therefore, to make the beſt retreat poſſible, after ſo many un- 
ſucceſsful attacks for ſo many ages on one of the greateſt tor- 
mentors of mankind, they very gravely pronounced : 


1. That the Gont is a ſalutary diſeaſe ; becauſe it prevents, or 


cures many other diflempers, «which might be ſooner fatal ; ; 
and that it is a certain preſage of long life. 


2. That all attempts to alleviate the pain, th never. ſo intolera- 
ble, would throw the marbifick matter from the joints on the 
inteſtines, flomach, lungs, brain, &“. whence ſudden death. 


Bat to ſhew- clearly and in ſhort what diſmal effects theſe 
r , and ſtill have, on the minds of the 
people, I ſhall examine-them . 


1. Whether the Gout ought to be looked ujon ai a ſalutary diſeaſe? 
Whether it prevents or cures other difiempers ? And aubether it 


i a certain preſage of long life? 


Moſt writers agree {and moſt people have catched it from them,) 
that the Gout is a {alutary diſeaſe ; and therefore, ſhould they 
preſume to eaſe the pain, or attempt to cure it, they apprehend, 
I know not what, ſomething of immediate danger : Nay they 
imagine other diſeaſes, more injurious to the conſtitution, may 
ariſe from ſuch a tryal. But ſince they have not preciſely ſpecify d 
what that danger is, nor what thoſe more fatal diſeaſes are, 
2 ſucceed the pain's being eaſed, or the fit ſhortened 3 

it's no wonder that the people, in general, ſhould alſo con- 
ceive ſuch confuſed and unſettled notions of this malady, as 
reality they do. E. G. Some fear Cd bo Gol 6 
terrible diſeaſe, W others again wiſh for 
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it, and take pains to have it. Surpriſing Deluſion! Can 
a Man, with any colour of reaſon, be ſaid to be in his 
ſenſes, who wiſhes for a fit of the Gout, nay uſes means topro- 
eure it? For every fit, as the judicious ST DERHAN obſerves, may 
bo as properly called a fit of anger, as of the Gout: His mind is 
ſo much affected with the contagion, as well as the body, that it's 
hard to ſay, which of them is moſt afflicted: His reaſon is {6 
enervated by the cruel and conſtant pains, that it is diſordered at 
every trifle, ſo that he's almoſt as troubleſome to others as lin- 
ſelf. A moſt deſirable ſtate indeed 
\ But what theſe diſeaſes are, which it prevents or cures, they 
don't mention, at leaſt any one half ſo bad as itſelf ; wherein 
then conſiſts the advantage of it ? Had aps pkg mean 
proved evidently, that it prevented or cured, the pox, king's- 
evil, dropſies, cancers, &c. then we might indeed, with good rea- 
_ fon, wiſh for a moderate fit of it ; but a violent fit; with all its 
-  concomitants, is more troubleſome, and ſometimes as dangerous as 
either of them. But tho' they have not told us what theſe diſ- 
tempers are which it either prevents or cures, yet ſome of them 
have honeſtly mentioned ſeveral fatal diſtempers which it cauſes, 
nE. an inflammation of the inteſtines, ſtomach, or brain;; 2% w 
applications had been made to lay the Blame on! Stiff joints, 
_ Chalk-ſtones, feebleneſs and emaciation of the limbs, a broken 
conſtitution, &c. whence death, which cures all diſtempers ! 
Is it not playing or joking with u man's misfortuve, to wiſh 
him joy (as the cuſtom is) on his firſt fit of the Gout ? For ſup. 
poſe it to be true, (which they have not yet proved, nor cannot, 
that the Gout lengthens Life. Is a long miſerable life a Bleſling ? 
Might they not as well affert that rowing in the Pope's Galley: 
la more defirable life, when healthy otherwiſe, than many have 
endured, and do ftill, when plagued with the Gont I gave fare an! 
certain hope of long life ? But if they had afferted'it; pray who 
would leave moderate health, and a coach and - fix; to busk 
about the Coaſts. of Malta in the Vicar General's Galleys, in 
eee And to catch erews of infidels to mould, of 
| into Chriſtians ? 
Or if they had decreed, that a becken log was defirable, be- 
cauſe it makes the bone ſtronger, when cured, in that place 
than it i is in any other part; pray would they not be reckoned 
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mad-men who would break their lege, in order to make them 
ſtronger? 

Whence I conclude with Fas R Reverend Rector, that they 
who maintain that the Gout is uſeful ! that the moſt violent 
pains ought not, or cannot with ſafety be eaſed, that it ought 
to be left entirely to nature, i. e. ought to be ſuffered to 
attack you, torture you, conſine you to your bed or chamber, 
as often and as long as it pleaſes! or with Dr. Quincy aſlert, 
that it's the duty and buſineſs of phyſicians to forward and procure 
this SALUTARY TORMENTOR, rather than to prevent, or cure 
it, ec. are either very arch, or very ſenſeleſs, It's a great ab- 
ſurdity, and inſtilled in people's heads, by the very learned, only 
as a cloak for their ignorance of the cure! So that the Gout can 
in no ſenſe be deemed a falutary diſeaſe, but a diſtemper which 
ought to be avoided, Cane prjus & angue ; becauſe it always 
makes life a burthen, never lengthens, re * as 
daily experience proves. 


2. Whether the pain of the Gout"may not with ſafuty be re- 
lived, the fit fhortned, the intervals lengthened, and its mot 
Anal conſequences e 2 


- The univerſal fear of doing any thing i in order to alleviate the 
cruel pains of the Gout, (inſtilled in people's heads, as above- 


mentioned) is a diſeaſe, in my opinion, more difficult to cure 


than the Gout itſelf ! and has done more miſchief than all the 
learned or quack remedies that ever were propoſed. Yet I ſhall 
attempt the cure of it, without fear or trembling, VirxB1is, 
NoN-HERBISf 


But, confidering what has been ſaid and done hitherto on this 


ſubject, Imuſt own, I cannot blame people for being generally 


ſo afraid to try any remedies, propoſe them who will, for this 
eruel diſeaſe. But if parallel caſes, and well atteſted experi- 
ments will not convince them, I ſhall leave them to be converted 
by the ſucceeding fits, and their conſequences. | 
The great cry ſet on foot by the fore-mentioned, which has 
frightened people ſo much, is, that all applications, except a 
few- trifles, ſuch as patience, and flannel, &c. (which have 


been adepted only becauſe they amuſe people a little, without doing 
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either good or hurt) will throw the materia morbi, or poiſon, 


out of the joints, upon ſome of the noble parts which are abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for life ; ſuch as the ſtomach, lungs, brain, 
&c. But the diſmal effects of this doctrine will evidently ap- 
pear to people of common underſtanding, by ſome familiar ang 
parallel caſes, and the few experiments, I have as yet been ſuffered 
io male; in all which I can with great pleaſure acquaint the 


public, that they not only received great benefit, but 


mirabile dictu]! had no bad conſequence of any kind follow'd, 
as the patients themſelves will atteſt. Can any clearer proof of 
the falſity of the opinion above-mentioned be given, or 


expected? 0 | 
' PARALLEL Casks, which prove, * hs materia morbi, or 


poiſon of the wenereal diſeaſe, the king s-evil, leprofies, &c. may 

be deſtroyed without being thrown upon any of the noble parts, 
which are abſolutely neceſſary for life. ＋ 1 

All Authors, as well as all experienced practitioners, agree 

that the materia norbi, or morbifick matter of the venereal dif. 


eaſe is a poiſon, nay a poiſon which corrupts the blood and 


other Juices ſo much, (when too long neglected, or improperly 


treated even in the beginning,) that all the art and utmoſt care 
of the moſt skilful ſurgeon cannot prevent (any. more than in the 


laſt ſtages of the Gout) horrid pains, loathſome ulcers, and cer: 
tain death; whoſe fatal blow, as in the Gout, is ſo much the 
more unkind, becauſe ſometimes protracted! I have known 
many inſtances of both, and ſhall make it clearly appear, that in 
both caſes, thoſe diſmal conſequences, if timely and properly 


managed, may be with great ſafety and certainty prevented. 


Suppoſing then, (which I take to be in all reſpects a parallel 
caſe) a hard venereal bubo or bubo's appear in any perſon's groin, 
after other ſymptoms of the diſtemper have diſappeared, or before 


any other ſymptoms appear; all judicious authors, and experi- 
enced praQtitioners agree, that the whole virus venereum, or ve. 


nereal poiſon is contained in that tumour ; as others ſay that the 


wirus arthriticum, materia morbi, or morbifick matter of the 
Gout, is contained in the ball of the great toe, or any other joint 


it attacks firſt. 
Now in this caſe, the eu/gzs chirurgorum order their patients 
to eat, drink, . even to great exceſs, (as bad advice 
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as any of the fore · mentioned for the cure of the Gout) and apply 
naſty poultices, plaiſters,, &c. to bring them to a head, 1 e. to 
impoſtumate or come to matter, that thereby, as they ſay, they 
may prevent the virus wenereum, or venereal poiſon being thrown 
into the blood, and poxing them heartily : as the GouT-MEN 
dream about the virus arthriticum being thrown upon the bowels, 
ſtomach, brain, &c. The ignorance of which practice will 
appear, by the unexceptionable method I and ſome friends have 
long experienced in theſe caſes. E. G. We, inſtead of directing 
a patient to eat, drink, &c. to exceſs, immediately apply me- 
dicines, which, in a ſhort time, witfout any pain, inſenſi- 
bly exhale through the pores of the skin, or ſome other way 
deſtroys all the venereal poiſon contained in that tumour : But 
it's all one to me which way it is done, (for I cannot ſee its mo- 
dus egendi, and won't gueſs at it, like the fore-mentioned philo- 
ſophers, &c, becauſe any man may deny as faſt as I affirm ; 
for if I aſſert it is expelled, exhaled by inſenſible tranſpiration, _ 
or deſtroyed in its neſt, We. they may aſſert that it's repell'd, 
remov'd, pr tranſlated- into other parts, &c. but as that d 
not appear to me, in any ſort of bad conſequence, hey may 
fancy what they pleaſe,) as long as I find that the hardneſs of th 
glands is diſſolved, and their natural tone reſtored, without any bad 
accident enſuing, ſuch as throwing the poiſon into the blood, 
and poxing them to a degree; that I have ſaved my patient the 
trouble of eating and drinking to exceſs, and of applying naſty 
poultices and plaiſters, the pain of having the tumour opened, 
by inciſion. or cauſtick, and the fatigue of keeping the fore open 
for a conſiderable time, that all the poiſon, as they ſay, may run 
off; then I fay again, it's all one to me which way it is done: 
ſo as both my intention and my patient's are fully anſwered, by 
an eaſy and radical cure; of which I could give many inſtances. 


When any perſon is almoſt all covered with venereal ſcabsCAE II. 


and blotches, without any other ſymptoms remaining, no man 
of judgment will deny, that all the venereal poiſon is contained 
in them, and that it ſhews the ſtrength and efforts of nature to 


throw the diſeaſe outwards, to preſerve 'the noble parts, which 
are abſolutely neceſſary for life ; yet daily experience ſhews,' 


that this load of venereal poiſon thrown upon the skin by the 
mere ſtrength of nature, (as the Gout is upon the joints) may be 
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with great ſafety deſtroyed, without repelling it upon any of 
the noble parts, as they dream will be the caſe, when any ap- 
plications are made to cure the Gout. 
Experience alſo ſhews us, that hard ſcrophulous ſwellings un- 
der the jaws may be with great ſafety diſſolved, without 


- throwing the poiſon, (and ſurely we have as much reaſon to 


ſuppoſe a poiſon in the king s evil, as in either Pox or Gout ! ) 
or materia morbi, be what it will, on any of the parts abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to life, and ſo make bad worſe. 

Here I might add ſeveral caſes of confirmed and obſtinate le- 


© profies, ſcald-heads, &c. did I not affect brevity. 


Why then may not the gouty matter; nay, I'll eall it by the 
hardeſt name, the gouty poiſon be exhaled, expelled, omtotally 


deftroyed, in the joints it firſt attacks, without being repelled 


upon any of the noble parts, with the ſame ſafety, as the vene. 
real or ſcrophulous poiſons ? Undoubtedly. May we not dream, 
fancy, or ſuppoſe, that the gourypoiſon is much more untract. 
able than it really is, when Poperly attacked ? Certainly we 
do. Have we any good reaſon tc believe, that the gouty mat- 


ter or poiſon is more ſubtile or voracious than the venereal or 


ſerophulous poiſons ? Surely no. Are not both the Gout, Pox, 


and King's-evil, often irritated and made more furious, in a 


mort time, by improper proceſſes, than they would have been, 


in a long time, if let alone? Undoubtedly, Don't every man 
know that the fury and progreſs of the venereal or ſcrophulous 
poiſon can not only be reſtrained, but the virzs quite deſtroyed 
by timely and proper means? Why may not that alſo of the 
Gout, was that idle, groundleſs, and deſtructive notion of the 
danger of all attempts to cure it once laid aſide ' 

But to come ſtill nearer the point: Suppoſing the phyſicians, 
or legates a latere, had'infuſed a notion into people's heads, that 


the venereal diſeaſe was incurable, that it muſt be let alone, 


bike the Gout, to devour us at pleaſure. Pray ſhould we not 
have been all born poxed ? Should we not all have had an inde- 
lible title to one of the worlt ſorts of hereditary right ? Certainly. 
But notwithſtanding the ſurgeons bungled as much about the cure 
of the pox, at its ſuppoſed beginning, (tho* I take it, after all 
that has been ſaid to the contrary, to be as old as the proſtitu- 
tion of women, and how old that is, — 


te G O U T. 


well as any body) as the doctors have for many ages about the 
cure of the Gout. Vet experience at laſt has ſnewed us, that 
the venereal poiſon can with great eaſe and ſafety be deſtroyed» 
without hurting any of thoſe parts which are abſolutely neceſſary 


for life, in every body except fools and beggars : beccauſe fools 
will not ſubmit to any, even the moſt eaſy rules, or neglect it 


at firſt ; and beggars cannot find common neceſſaries. Why 


then ſhould we deſpond about the cure of the Gout, becauſe they 


have been ſo long bungling at it to no purpoſe ? 
But to ſet this matter ſtill in a clearer light: The great cry 


among the Podagricks, as the R Reverend Rector calls them, 
1s, that they would willingly try any thing to relieve their moſt 


acute pains, if they could only be ſure, that if they did no good 


they would do them no harm, as above-mentioned. I muſt 
therefore beg leave to ask theſe deluded people, whether they 
think it probable, nay poſſible, that any man of common hu- 
manity, common-honour, nay common honeſty, who has had 
any tolerable experience in ſurgery, who has any character to 
loſe, &c. would, for his own ſake, adviſe any perſon to uſe me- 
dicines outwardly or inwardly, which he was not ſatisfied would 
at lea& do no harm, tho? they did little or no good? If they do 
no good, they can but leave them off. If they find they do 
good, continue them. Where then 1s the riſque ? Wherein con- 
fiſts the danger? Are we never to attempt the cure of this cruel 
diſeaſe, becauſe it hes ſo long baffled all endeavours ? 

T have often been ſeriouſly asked by both patients and their 
friends, whether what I did was perfectly fafe ? 3. e. whether it 
would not throw the diſtemper out of the joints upon ſome of the 
noble parts, &c? I always anſwer'd in ſhort, that I thought 
myſelf as much concerned in that queſtion as my patient, that I 
thought my chatacter and bread as dear to me, as my patient's 
life, was to him. Therefore they might depend on it, I would 
do nothing but what was perfectly fafe ; that I did not love any 
body ſo well as to run ſuch a riſque myſelf, to ſerve them, Ce. 
With this anſwer, &c. ſome have been well ſatisfied, and ſo 
went on without ſear or trembling, and always found their fits 
made: more tolerable, much ſhorter, and none of the above- 
mentioned accidents ſupervene';- which gave me as much ſatis- 
ation e them. Others have 22 _ TI 
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they were half ſeas over, by the ſet ſpeeches of phyſicians, who 
adviſe giving the Gout its own way; and others I could by no 
argument perſuade to try to be relieved, and thoſe I left, almoſt 
unpitied, to the converſion of ſucceeding fits, and the account 
they ſhould in time hear of the ſafety and ſucceſs of this method. 


Cass which. prove, that the moſt wiolent pains 1 


with ſafety be relieved, the fit ſhortened, &c 
I was acquainted for ſeveral years with a 8 who 
was frequently and violently afflicted with the Gout : I told him 


often, that if he would uſe my Balſam Arthritic, &c. it would 
at leaſt leſſen his pain, and ſhorten his fit. Ay, ay, ſays he, I do 


not doubt it may eaſe the pain in my hands and feet; but then 
how can you be ſure it will not throw the diſtemper out of the 
extremities, on the bowels, ſtomach, brain, &c. and then I 
ſhall be ſoon cured indeed! I told him that if I was not ſure of 
that, I would not ſuſſer him to uſe it upon any conſideration 
whatever; but he might do as he thought fit : A few years after 
(when the diſeaſe was greatly increaſed, i. e. the fits longer, the 


intervals ſhorter, the pains more violent, and gravel and ſtone 


in both kidnies and bladder, added to the Gout) he ſent for me 
in a great hurry, and told me, I might now do what I would; 


* he was in ſuch torture, that he did not care how ſoon he 


as. out c of f it. His bowels, ſtomach, and brain were now in no 


N. 1 Oc. 1 told him I could have done him a great deal 


more ſervice ſome years ago; but now, bad as he was, I ſhould 
eaſe the violent pains, without hurting any of the noble parts, 


De. Accordingly I anointed the joints of both feet and hands, 


and it ſoon, even inthis deſperate caſe, made his pains tolerable, 
and he continued the uſe of it to the end of his days, which was 
not many months, the ſtone in the bladder tearing. him to pieces, 


put a ſpeedy end to a moſt miſerable lite. 


CASE 11, 


Is it not a great comfort, even in theſe 8 to 
have ſome relief from pain in the greateſt agonies ? | 
In June 1738, I received the following letter, 
2e. 
F it is convenient for you, I will beg the favour of youto 
call upon me to-morrow in the afternoon. at 5 O clock. 
2 seen fend am aber er Baer, I am your moſt humble 
* ſervant, £3449, of J. Xx 


1 to 


ble 


the G O U T. 


' I waited upon him accordingly in the evening, when he told 
me he had been attacked with a fit of the Gout, and for the firſt 
time, about three months before, which terminated in a large and 
very painful ſwelling in his knee. For this, ſaid he, I put my- 
ſelf into good hands, as you may judge; for I conſulted Dr.—, 
Dr. and Mr. a a ſurgeon, who all told me it was a cri- 
tical tranſlation of the goury matter into my knee, and applied 
various remedies, externally and internally, with no good effect; 
the ſwelling and pain encreaſing all the while. I told him, he 
could not have picked out three abler men from the whole Poſe. 
I thought ſo too, ſaid he; but what then? If my ſwelling and pain 
encreaſe, inſtead of diminiſhing, how am I the better? I waſte 
daily, aud you ſee to what a low condition Iam reduced. I ſent 
for you only to ask this fair queſtion : Whether you think your 
balſamum arthriticum, of which I have heard much, will be of 
any uſe in my caſe: For, in my opinion, Sir, (ſays he) if I 
was but eaſed from this voilent pain, which hinders me from 
turning in 'my bed, or even bearing the clothes upon me, I 
ſhould pick up a little ſtrength and get well. I then defired he 
would ſhew me his knee, where I found the tumour about the 
bigneſs of a large aohite favelling, red, and much inflamed in 
many places, but without any fign of an impoſtumation ; yet 
ſo very painful, that he could hardly bear me to touch it. He 
had alſo a little husky cough, and a very poor appetite. I then 
told him, that if he was not ſo very much emaciated, I ſhould 


not doubt of ſetting his knee to rights; but that, as it was, 1 


hoped to eaſe his pain ſoon, and with great ſafety, That, Sir, 
(ſays he) is all I want; my appetite, and conſequently my fleſh 
will return when that's done. I then told him I would call 
next morning, and anoint him myſelf: No, no, (ſaid he) I 
will not ſtay ſo long; you mult ſend me to night as much as 1 
may uſe, and I will anoint it myſelf; which I complied with. 

I vifited him afterwards every day, and after anointing his knee 
with my own hand, I carried the balſam always home with me, 


leſt he ſhould, as ſome have done, made more haſte than good 
ſpeed. In a few days both the pain and ſwelling were, to his 


great ſatisfaQtion, much leſſened. In about three weeks the 
pain was quite gone, the motion of the joint reſtored, and the 
Tr n 


15 


* 


A DISssEZRTAT TON on 


and even in this weak conſumptive ſubject, without any gripe;, 
booſeneſs, bloody fools, &c. I then deſired he would 158 2 
phyſicians, about his puny ſtomach, country air, Ac. 
10th of Auguſt he went to Chelſea, and on the 21 Yo na to 
ſee him, and thought him refreſhed by the air. He ſaid he had 
bore his journey much better than he expected, but had ſtill a 
poor ſtomach, and an univerſal weakneſs. I left him a ſmall 
dbox of the balſam, with directions to uſe a little of it every 
other day, in order to diſperſe the little ſwelling which was 
left. Kuga the 14th n 


81, 

0 „ x Shall very readily km propoſe ; fo that I 

| hope that matter ill not hinder me from ſeeing you as 

« fe 1 you think nor Iam 

| Your e humble n. 
N 999 

1 T hope T an ſe you to-morrow without fa, X 


I waited upon. him accordingly, and preſſed him again io con- 
ſult his phyſicians. / 

In a few days I went to Chelſea again, and found his knee 
reduced tothe ſame ſize as the other, and that he could bear it to 
be bended, or extended, without any pain. Now, Sir, (ſaid I) 
I have done all I engag'd to do, and more; I have not only 
eaſed your terrible pain, but alſo reduced the ſwelling, without 
any bad accident. f was in hopes, as well as you, that when 
the pain was gone, your flomach would return, and you would 
pick up your beef. I do not pretend to cure conſumptions, and 
therefore I defire you will conſult your phyſicians. As I was 
taking leave, Stay, ſays he, you muſt come and dine with me 
one day next week, and I will get any thing for dinner you like. 
| Accordingly a day was fixed ; but when it came, I happened to 
be out of order, and therefore ſent my ſervant at 
to make my excuſe, . 


Dear Sra, ke 
6 « am eee Segel der T cannot have your company 


but more particularly fo, as illneſs prevents your coming · 
* As to myſelf, I have been but in a very poor way fince you 


« your directions (as to purging) very punctually, as well as I 


- Auguſt 22,1738. 19 75 . K 


but going to Chelſea, about ſome other buſineſs, I call'd to fee 


. leaſt hopes of his recovery. However, I looked upon his knee, 


Several letters in 1738 from the 8 Stukeley, CASE v. 
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was here; the weather affects me ſo much, and my appe- = 
e tite is ſo indifferent, that there are no hopes of getting up | 
« the beef, till we have a more auſpicious «ky, I will follow | 


* can bear it.” Iam | 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, | 


I ſent my ſervant a few days after, who brought me word, 
that he grew better. Afterwards, I neither ſaw nor heard of 
him for ſome weeks, upon which I hoped he was mending ; 


him, but to my great ſurprize and grief, (for I had a great Re- 
ſpect for him) found him ſo far ſpent, that there was not the 


and found it as ſmall, indolent, and flexible as the other. So 
he died of his conſumption ſome little time after. 

I: gave ſome of this balſam to two working men about a year CASE III. 
*go —; Ä 


before · mentioned, who has been afflicted with the Gout many | 
years. | l 
Dear Friend, 


« 22 Sunday morning at one o clock, I was waked hy | 
attack of the Gout on the infide of my ankle, which 
holding me in pain for two or three hours, I bethought my 


ſelf of the box of balſam which you gave me for the Fil 


(u gouty fevelling ) on my knee: That box was then in my 
© bed-chamber, fo it being a moonlight night, I got up and | 
applied ſome of it to the part, put a looſe ſtocking over it, 
and to bed again. I fell aſleep immediately, and waked in the 

* morning perfectly well, and ſo have continued ever ſince. 
© I thought it proper to acquaint you with the Affair, the Gout 
being a poiſon 9 generis, as well as the bite of a mad dog. 
10 Farther trials will determine the ſucceſs of the rently: © ' 

928 I am, Fe. 
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attempts for the public good, I am, c.“ | 
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In another he ſays: have uſed your balſam ſeveral times, 


« and it always diminiſhes the Ganglion on my knee. 


In another: © In my opinion, my brethren, the phyſicians 
e have too much departed from the uſe of external applications, 
& which was the chief practice of the antients.“ 

In another: I am glad you have got anather gouty pa- 


« tient. I am ſure the Gout will only ſubmit to external ap- 


« plications, and I ſhall be moſt heartily glad ifany thing better 
© than our oils can be diſcovered: You will be a great bene- 


\ factor to mankind, if it proves ſo, and no body but a man of 


« your courage can propoſe to go through with it; ſeeing w E 


e SEEK NOT NOW THE PATIENT'S RELIEF, BUT OUR OWN. 


4 I find your balſam always takes down that ſwelling on my 
« knee I ſhew'd you. I heartily wiſh you ſucceſs in all your 


V. 


I am much pleaſed with theſe accounts, becauſe they come 
from a phyſician of long experience ; a phyſician who has made 
this difeaſe more particularly his ſtudy ; and a phyſician, who 
(tho he has recommended other medicines to the public) is pleaſ- 


ed inſtead of being angry (a la mode des Med— C de Landrei) 


with another perſon for diſcovering a more effeCtual _— 


S Teo tt from Me. Glen, a ſurgeon in Swaffam, Norfolk, 
and VII. | 


I Ry 
« Id a patient lately Fe ſo afflicted with the Gout, 
that he was not able to get out of bed; yet upon uſing the 


% Balſamum Arthriticum, mixed with a little opium and camphire, 
e in four days he was able to walk. As he is often plagued 
„ with it, I ſhall next fit uſe it alone, and let you know the 


& Succeſs. I am, c.“ | 1 | | 
 Fane1738. + 5 2 l 


8 Lam 6e far from thinking the Balſam is made more effeRtual 
by the addition of camphire and opium, that I doubt not but it 


will be found by experience to be the worſe. 


te GOUT 


\$1n, | G& 
47 uſed the Balſamum Arthriticum by itſelf, on a gouty patient 
es, * laſt week, who had it in both hands, ſo that they were 
| , uſeleſs: Yet in leſs than fix days it removed it, ſo as he could 
ns, « work at his trade, which is a blackſmith. He uſed before -/ ( 
ns, 4 to have long fits. I am confident of the excellency of it in 
t « moſt diſeaſes of the glands. I find it alſo infallible in ſcald- 
pa- « heads: I have cured many lately without trouble or pain. 
ap- « IT am, &c.” | 
iter 
28 | Jamery 173-89. Hen, Glen, | 
| of This patient had both Gouts, viz. the Covent-Garden Gout, CASE VIII. 
NE and the Joint-Gout, He was recommended to, my care by a 
VX. gentleman I had cured, and his whole houſe, of the Grand Lues. 
my His ſtory being ſomething particular, I beg leave to inſert it, 
our | tho! not directly à propos. | 
He having the Misfortune to fall in company with a lewd 
.. woman when in liquor, received the uſual compliment, and next 
| night, having almoſt forgot what he had been about, made a 
"me preſent of it, to his innocent and virtuous wife, then big with 
ade child Neither of them complained, or at leaſt ſuſpected any 
vbo thing of that nature, till after her delivery, and then ſhe began 
eaſ- to complain, &c. upon which he applied toa phyſician ( a very 
Ire) knowing map in other diſeaſes) who preſcrib'd for them about 
a three Months ; but all they got by his preſcriptions, was a long 


apothecary's bill, and a decree to be ſalivated. But being both 
ſtartled at the name of fluxing, he was advis'd to conſult me. 
After examination, I aſſured him that tho' he was well peppered, 
yet there was no occaſion for fluxing him ; he might go about 


wy mis buſineſs all the while! I am exceeding glad to hear that, 
B. faid he, for it would not ſuit my affairs to be confined : But, Sir, 
*. jf 1 am bad, my wife's much worſe ! Next day he brought her, 
4 and I found what he had faid to be true. Then, fays ſhe, tho” 
* my huſband's bad, and I am worſe, yet my poor Infant, about 
. three months old, is worſe than either of us; for he has not 
zin. only the foul diſeaſe, but a ſcald- head of the worſt ſort I ever 
aw, and Thave ſeen many). 
Aual When the child was brought, I found ſymptoms of the diſeaſe 
at it 


on ſeveral places, and its head caſed aver almoſt to the eye. 
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brows with a thick white ſcab, that was loathſome to behold, 


and the face of it ſo little and crumped up, that I told them I did 


not think it would live a week. The father and mother were 
quite well in about fix weeks, without one day* s confinement, 
and the child began to thrive from the firſt time it was anointed, 
and ſoon grew as fat as a pig, and was perfectly cured without 
taking one doſe of phyſick ! What ſay you to this Mr. S. S. D? 
But to return to my doubleGout-man. He complained of ſeveral 
ſymptoms of the Lues, for which I gave him the needful. But in 
about a fortnight, he complained of great pain and ſwelling in 
the ball of his great toe, and back of the foot, which hindered 
him to put on his ſhoe, or to walk acroſs the room without a 
ſtick. He asked me what it was? I told him the Gout. He 
ſaid he never before had the leaſt touch of it, nor his Father be- 
fore him. I told him I did not care for that; but I knew the 
Gout by head-mark, and if he would not belieye me, he might 
conſult others, Nay, ſays he, if you can take away the pain, 
and reſtore the uſe, of my foot, I do not care what you call it. 


I gave him ſome Balſamum Arthriticum to anoint it with, 
which in a few days made him able to walk eaſily, nay, and 


put on his ſhoe ; and notwithſtanding we proceeded with the Co- 
vent-Garden Gout as before : But ſome days afterwards the 


other foot inflamed and ſwelled like the former ; I proceeded as 


before, and he was ſoon well, and has continued free from the 


- Gout ever ſince, and had no bad accident enſued, as an inflam- 


| CASE ix. 


mation of the bowels, ſtomach, or brain (as people expect 
when they uſe any external or internal remedy for the Gout) 
or ever interrupted our procedure in the other Gout. What 
more can be wiſhed for ? 


I viſited a worthy tradeſman, whoſe foot was 10 much inflam- 


ed, and ſo very painful, that his leg trembled as he ſat in his chair. 
I asked what was the matter ? He told me it was the Gout, but 
that it treated him more rudely now than ever before, tho? it 
was the third or fourth time. After his ſtocking was pulled off, 
I found the ball of his great toe, and back of his foot, inflam'd 
to a degree, nay, it was next door to a mortification. 


I applied immediately ſome Bal/amim 4rthriticum, which made 


his night very tolerable. I repeated it next day twice, and 
overy r. 1 or eight days, and he was able to put 
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on a big ſhoe and walk abroad, and was, after a purge or two, 
quite well; tho otherwiſe he might have been ill as many 
weeks as he was days : And, above all, there was no bad acci- 
dent of any kind ſupervened, which I think is as ſtrong an Ar- 
gument as can be expeCted, to convince people of the /afety, as 
well as efficacy of theſe remedies. 

About the ſame time, a gentleman, now a member for a CASE X. 
County, was ſo grievouſly afflicted with the Gout, that it meta- 
morphoſed the moſt facetious, good-natur'd, and ente 
temper, into the ſullen, moroſe, and fretful; by which, as 
Dr. Sydenham obſerves above, he was almoſt as troubleſome to 
his friends as to himſelf. I viſited him often, but could by no 
arguments perſuade him to try to be relieved, until I acquainted 
him with my ſucceſs in the laſt mentioned caſe. Tho he was 
then able to crawl to the coffee-houſe, yet he had a great weak- 
neſs, and not a little pain in his joints; both which were ſoon re - 
lieved by this proceſs, and tho! he lived very freely, yet no bad 
accident enſued. 

This Patient alſo had both Gouts. After I had treated the C ASE xt. 
Covent-Garden Gout for ſome time, he was attacked all of a 1740. 
ſudden, with a large painful ſwelling in his ancle, which I im- 
mediately chriſtened the Gout, and he readily agreed to it, 
having had one fit before; yet it was ſoon and ſafely cured, 
without diſturbing me in the _— proceſs, without any bad 
accident enſuing. Io! Io! | 

A gentleman ſent for me to look. upon his knee, which was CASE XII. 
ſwelled much, and exceſſive painful. When I went I found him 
on the cloſe ſtool, fainting, and ſo low-ſpirited, that I could not 
underſtand what he ſaid. (A circumflance which would hawe 
frightened | any reaſonable man, from uſing a medicine be was 
not ſure «would have no bad effect!) His wife asked me whether 
ſhe ſhould have a phyſician ? I deſired her to ſend for a bottle of 
harthorn drops, and as ſoon as he recovered from his fit, he 
ſhould do as he thought proper; which ſhe aſſented to, and he 
ſoon came to himſelf : But when asked the queſtion, he ſaid by 
no means; it was the exceſs of the pain of his knee made him 
faint, and-he doubted not but I could relieve him ; it was a ſur- 
geon's buſineſs, Ec. After examining the caſe, Ideclared it the 
Gout, and accordingly applied ſame Balſamum Arthriticum, and 
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repeated it for five or ſix days, which took off the pain to x 
trifle, and brought the ſwelling almoſt down. Soon after it ap- 
peared in his ancle, and pained him afreſh ; ſo I went on as 
before with the ſame ſucceſs ; but his wife, c, being alarmed 
at the name of his diſeaſe, and the reputed danger of all reme- 
dies for it, ſent, without his or my knowledge, for a phyſician, 
who upon viewing the parts, very gravely told him, that it was 
the Gout, which (ſays he) ſhould be left entirely to nature ; for 
all ſorts of medicines, internal or external, do more hurt than 


good, the dd tune over again; | A the ancient port Lucian 


| Ingo! 


Tis qui cogitant nihil adverſum me, 
Benignam adhibeo mentem, faciliſque fio. 


But I will order you a cordial mixture to take a little now and 
then to keep up your ſpirits. I then asked him, if he told the 
doctor what I had done for him. He ſaid no; he knew my me- 
thod and opinions about the Gout were particular, and therefore 
did not mention me, to prevent diſputes, &c. But as the doctor 
has preſcribed nothing for the Gout, you may go on as before: 
No, Sir, faid I, as long as you take any thing of any body elſe, 
which I am not conſulted about, you ſhall have nothing from 
me; for what I give atone time, may not agree with what they 
give at another, and fo you will ſuffer by it: And tho' I have 
now almoſt cured you, yet, rather than interfere with any phy- 
ſician, Their patience and flannel! ſhall have the credit of the cure. 

Thus you ſee the phyſicians at this day retain ſame confuſed 
notions of the utility, as well as danger of the Gout ; but with 
more than ſuperſtitious fear, venture not to controul the vio- 
lence of a ſevere fit, much leſs attempt a cure: Nay, they do 
much worſe, they frighten people from uſing any remedy, tho' 
never ſo ſafe, tho? never ſo effectual, by mere bug-bears of their 
own hatching,&c, My old friend 3 told me lately the follow- 
ing ſtory. - 

An ordinary ſhabby fellow, went into a rich fat-headed drug- 
gill's ſhop, and bought ſeveral out-o'the-way fimples ; as he was 


5 going away, the old gentleman, who had for many years been 


plagued with the Gout, ſays to him, Pray friend, may I ak 
you one queſtion without * Yes, faid he, as many as you 


pf their 
follow: 


d drug- 
he was 
urs been 
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Heaſe. Pray what are all theſe out of- the way things which you 
have bought for? Sir, anſwered he, to make a medicine to cure 
the Gout. Pray can you cure the Gout, ſays the old gentleman? 
Yes, ſays he, and with as much certainty as Dr. Radcliffe can 
an ague. Pray, ſays the old man, come a little nearer me; 
which being done, Why, Sir, your clothes are very coarſe, much 
patched, and very ragged : If you could cure the Gout, man, as 

you ſay, you might ſoon ride in a coach and fix ; I would give 


1000 J. myſelf to be cured. Yes, Sir, ſays the doctor, ſo I could, 


we ze not ſuch people as you prepoſſeſs'd with a notion, that no 


body can cure the Gout, or eaſe the cruel pains, without bring- 


ing on a more fatal diſeaſe, &c. How then is it poſſible for 
any perſon to be eaſed or cured, who will try nothing ? 

Thus I hope I have clearly proved, by parallel caſes, and 
ſucceſsful experiments, that this method is- not only perfectly 
ſafe, but effectual, and hope that it will radically cure in moſt, 
that deſtructive diſeaſe in the brain, which I have undertook 
before to cure, verbis non herbis ; and when that is done, the cruel 


pains of the Gout will certainly be caſed, n and 
the intervals lengthened, c. 


hs Pray who deſerves to be pitied, 1 


agonies, who refuſe to try a proceſs, which they ſee others have 


tried, and received great benefit by, without any bad accident 


enſuing ? 

But to conclude ; I muſt give it as my opinion, (from the little 
experience I have had in the cure of this hitherto unconquerable 
diſtemper) that when people are but middle-aged, the foolery of 
truſting to patience and flannel, or other ſuch trifles, ſo ſtrongly 
recommended before, is riot ſo eaſily perceived, Wente then 
the fits often go off in a ſhort time themſelves; yet it is evident, 
from experience, that every ſucceeding fit is worſe than the pre- 
ceeding, that the Hmovia, or natural mucilage of the joints is 
lefſened, and that the joints after every fit are left weaker than 


before, &c. But when years advance, the fits are lengthened, _ 


and more violent, the intervals are ſhortened, the. limbs ema- 
ciate, grow dry, ſtiff,” and unfit for exerciſe ; whence” chalk- 


ſtones, ſtone in the bladder or kidneys, and other diſorders, the 


conſequences of inactivity, &c. So that at beſt, as the R 


Reverend Rector ſaith, they may be ſaid only to labour under a 
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nta diſeaſes (a very defirable boy Ife, i v9 n 
Kills by a more unkindly-blow, becaule7"otrafted. 8 
Wbence I infer, that the pains qf a recent Gout, e 
only with ſafety be relieved, but the fit much ſhortened, an 
the intervals, lengthened; nay, perhaps the returns quite pre. 
vented; by uſing the ſame remedieg in the intervals : But 1 have 
no experience yet of this, -therefors ſhall not aſſert it » but leave 
#he podagricks: to try:it; or thinkAbout it as they pleaſe. Bot 
Mbetber the returns can be.altogether.i prevented or not, I am 
clear about this, that the :chalk; -lameneſs, emaciation of 
che lambs, the Gloves Cee may If taken in time, be always 
ꝓPreyented and an;{its-yery wont Rate, the violent Nine 
great fey ade  «/ 13519 19 2:9 43 wo ene 
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